Dear ))'ave , 1 /&/*& 

I've fiiilahod On tha v rifil of the assassins, I have a few moments so *■ befein what 
X may have to roturn to over a period of days* Or 9 there i3 no poino in trym£ to 
organize what I 1 11 any • 

ilrst I wunt to make no. .ething ve y clear. I want everything that relates to 
me/or to my unique knowledge to bo fof the historical record only. One of the 
reasons is that I do not want to got involvodkn any kind of hassle. I'm just not 
up to it now and I think it would not serve Any useful purpose. 

I feel lL:o I've been on the trail of the ussassii^of truth, or history, or 
fact, it the AdtMf tine, because I have personal iaiowlodge of much of what he writes 
about, I got a big kick out/>f much of it. It was, in tAose many places, recognizable, . 
but not more, just barely, 'Some of these would make great oral histories! Ik*** 

To unyaa&ho knows nothing at all about what ho writes about this i^4a 
great book that will be very impressive. But ignorance is the prerequisite. 

did mate notes but they'll give you trouble. Somehow and for no apparent 
reason I got^Waon each thumb, first on the left, then on the right, when 1 did 
not cut the thumbs. They just appeared, first on the left. ' i 'his imparietyny holding 
the stenographer's note book I wai using so I stopped that and wrote on the pages. 

Pith the open cutlike opening on the right thumb this made my writing even worse 
thafc it usually is und m give you problems. I suggest thit where you cannot make 
it out you xerox and i'll then try to type from it, an I could not in reading the 
booic under niy now permamurvt limitations. 

The dishonesty of this book did surprise me, well as I've known Garrison. I 
mean he lies over andAver again, about pretty much anything and everything. What 
I enjoyed most is wliere hin personall acounts are tlie exact opposite of what I 
know the actuality to be. He lias even in his sources, not infrequently fo avoid 
crediting my work. An example, one of many, and he likos to credit his pal •wane, 
he attributes to a FOIA request by Lane, one he did not make, what Lane cribbed from 
^ost tlurejtm of years earlier, tlie FBI's "missle" receipt, which at all points 
Garrison merely lies to say is a receipt for a fourth bullet.He m^kes no mention at 
all of tlie lieagher and Xa Hoffman books and perhaps a single one to one of mine. 



Be says the most important single thing done by any critic was Lane's work 
on the two witnesses the government avoided to the Tippit killing, Clemmons and I 
think Wright. That was not original with lane in any event. Or, he^did^it^all, the 
critics did virtually nothi^i. 

On the paranoia he did not suffer but was all around him he was spectacularly 
dishoHost, and I mean in all respects. ,j; hiB should be on tape so 1 won^t go into 
it now. i<emember for the future, this hu > to <flo with his trip to Anaona or ew 
Mexico where he was indigent to find Boxley had follwed him. From there Garrison 
says he proceeded to La, after sending Boxley back to Lew rloans, which he \ 

not do. Another Wonderful point is his separation from B&xloy, the good ^jwrk attributed^ C J-iKt. 
to Vincre Salandria. That also belongs on tape. In gruesome and hilarious detail. 

he actually knows so little about what he claims to have known porsonnaly a* <W 
intimately he has Banister' s office dislocated. He is wrong even on the so-called 
training camps and the raids on them that are an integral part of his theoiy/book. 

It really is* all theory, all crap and nonsense Chore it is not ridiculous and as 
usual untenable. H e is oven ignorant of all tlie real work that has been done since 
he foil flat on his £spe~face t makes no refeence to it and insteady quotes Kurtx and Hurt. 
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Great scholarship! 

I do not know what you intend but if it is a review tliero is nothing you need 
from anyone else. You'll bo reviewing a novel, tills book is that detached from reality. 

(Xfcit (WlO -MMCt \Ut»\ J’trUv'fU 









riven on the decision in the Shaw case, Compose his account with tho fact that 
the Jury returned with its Verdict in an hour? 'Dio whole decision to# that little 
time and consideration# 

'fliero la not a single citation to a single ifdl record or one of the UI* 
when there are more than a quarter of a million pace a notf av liable. This is scholarly. 
No. it is because he has and had no interest in any fact. X have the impression^ 
that he wrote this book lone ago, intending self -justification then and s nofef then 
a 1)1,' to get any publisher interest. To what ho could have written 20 years ago 
he has added a fuVfcitations to Kurtz and Hurt and a few references to Lane where 
Lane cribbed and where ho is used as the original source and there is nothing else. 



prepared his people , particularly Oser und »t 
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recall the name of 

the other 6*6"er there wlio was, next to Oser, the one who handled qist of the casd^ 
and I think recently if not still was United States attorney there, for some of 
their questionings. Bvon where they got as a result testimony casting serious doubt 
on the XU and what it did und did not do, there is no reference. Frazier 

admitting ho removed more metal from 39‘J than he told the Warren ^onurassion. Yet 
Garrison treats this bullet as planted. .Jid that without ever reference to Darrell 
^omlinnon* a testimony about it# 

4 0 does an Otwell, rewritinAhistory to control it. Particularly about himself, 
be blow the big one and ho pretend!, he did not and that the federal agencies did him in. 
They did not have to* h»s did it to himself# 

lie makes no reference to Too Bethell by name and misrepresents hcM he got to 
Know and hire him, saying ' x om came d^n from Washington whereas a s Garrison knew, 
hHome from *4#* and was in Hew cleans because of his West in jazz and to 

write a booft about it. He makes V^nk two refo oncos to his u$/“nv^2™tor 
He makes no reference by nam« to (Jurvich, his volunteer second chg£f investigator 
and maybe one Jido reference to horn, I'm now not sure, at the as no time ha still 
treats farewell America an a serious bool: labile r than what lie finally knew it 
was, a disinformation by the French UDBCH. He has no reference to the group that 
financed him, Truth and Consequences, not even to its existence or help. ** , f 

not exist so far as tliia book in concerned, ■‘■his, particularly wi„h his gross mia^rLlt 
$ the phony Indignation he expressed oVe- Hoxloy at the Arizona or Hew “exico college 
in which he says that Hdxley was wasting HIS money, m^kes it a r>enr that he f inane 
his flights of fancy uith his personal funds. He didn t. 

There are points where I think fee mixes up the various so-calied anti-Ua^tro 
"training camps" tliat in reality were the suckec£bait for scams. There were three 
tSffSow of, besides the cabin raided fo* tho explosive! found there. % refers only 
to one and that was largely a fttnuteman -type thing with few Cubans in a total of 
only about 10 men. x et he refers over and ove » again to the heavy alleged passge 
of Cubans through banister's office, which in an of itself is not substantiated and 
I'm sure is not true. Ho knows so little about these things he seems toconfusethe 
explosives place with camps. %t was merely a small house on a building lot and ^ttoy 
n0V er did locate it. I did, without no trouble at all. Me nays the iJL 1 aided it 
because of Kennedy's policy of ending attacks on Castro. In 

the complaint of a neighbor I interviewed, concern-: be.ausetodBeen thoae^ra.i 
bring tliat stuff there in a Ucwlaul trailer and then almost blew the whole area 
up with caralless traBh burning* 

He never does say that his investigators, save for volunteers and one Incompetent 

“J-S .Tf M r-STETJ “ SIT 

^looufield - anu they could have won the Shaw case if they had followed it up, as 
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I did years later when it whs first possible l'or me, -hen I wa in ‘‘emphia. iihaw's 
alibi for the Clinton witnesses who placed Shaw, Oswald und i'errie together is that 
it had been impossible for hiu to loaVfe dew Orleuns because lie was so busy renting 
space in the now "rude lI art. Ily other 1« ad on this was a picture he knew all about 
from the Commission' s records, the peoplo in it identified in Fill records. Tt in- 
cluded the dloonfic-ld man who was actually in charge of renting that space, which 
Bloomfield had contracted to do. They did it, not Shaw. 



The e is one area in wliich he is fair to Shaw, his^xiculiarities. Garrison for 
the first tine indicates Shaw's s— m preference, lie did o^tleak to the papers the re- 
sults of the search of Shaw's home. (Returns on search warrants are publicly available 
and a reporter looked at it. It does not ranution wjiat * knew had been observed -bjrti’*-* 
was not, naturally, taken. There were two largb^hooks in the ceiling of Shaw's bodrom. 



V/hero he docs refer to a witness he says indentified Thornley as the man in 
-he 1‘exican visa line along with a picture of Oswuld, I'm glad he did not recall 
my work, first at his request, on identifications. 1 interviewed Douglass ^one 3 
of the Jones Printing Co., which printed the Hands Off Juba leaflet Oswald had. Jonos 
identified Thornley in four different jiictures of about a hundred I showed him. I 
then made the only clandestine tape I made, that thoir request. They had an amateurish 
arrangement of a regular tape recorder inside an attach case. Jt was so primtive 
a contraption I had to turn it on before I entered tones' place. I got a clear 
enough recording but it was a good thing Jones 3poke to me as soon as I got there 
or the tape would have run out before I began the interview. Somehow they managed 
to lose the tape and Boxloy, who went siith me, claimed the opposite of the truth 
on tliis. I then played the tape and fvcm und Other 3 heard it. Later I went back with 
Sciambra und interviewed both °ones and liyra Silver, each separately but in the 
presence of the other. I used the same pictures, "uither could see what -pictures 
1 showed the other and they both identified the same pictures of Thornley as the 

one who gbt the leaflets and both failed to yjick any of the Oswald pictures 

He claims that Bexley wan planted on him and uuaworldpig 

he had -ome thing tangible and didn't use it. f / ^ ^ ^ ,) 



If nobody exposes Garrison in any of the promotions alro^ly scheduled and in 
some ways ulrcady begun, like his “ew Orleans press conferences for the second of 
which he liad Gandolfo withjihim, this book, because it is written so well and has 
been made into a r ial-lifa novel nay sell well. Gandolfo says he is to be 

York day after tomorrow land is having a big press conference the that 

he is scheduled foi* an appearance with*^ed Koppel the night after that tie had told 
me earlier that sous of the morning shows, like Today, had expressed an interest. 

If a George Lardner i 3 -here and lias read the book, and if he spots the ignorance 
Garrison displays of such basic things as the confusion I've noted between the 
Banister and the old G u bun “evolutionary Council offices and tlie dislocating of 
Canister's office, it can become the farce it should be. 



r‘rom wliat Gandolfo lias told me Sheridan Square ia spending quite a bit in 
advance promotions. Garrison in being put up in the Haza in *ew York, for example. 
He had real spreads in u e.. Orleans, from Gandolfo 1 s description. .. .If wo have to 
refer to tliis, I'm keeping a copy in th«; special fiie I've mad; of the observances 
of the libth anniversary.. Ilia book being one. 



Beet, 



